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Soonafterhisintroduction, Yisro, identified by Chazal as Chovav,
is found near the midbar (Shemos 3:1), where Moshe herded flocks.
Not long after Bnei Yisroel wandered into the wilderness, Yisro
joined them in the midbar (ibid. 18:5). When Chovav desired to
return to his land, Moshe implored him to stay and guide them in
the midbar (Bamidbar 10:31). Later, his descendants forsake the
city for the Judean midbar (Shoftim 1:17).

Yirmiyahu commends the clan of Yonadav the son Reichav, who
traced their lineage to Yisro, for adhering to a lifestyle designed
for a dweller of the midbar; dwelling in tents while abstaining
from seeding fields and planting vineyards (Yirmiyahu 35). Rav
Yehuda Roth pointed out that Ya'el lived in a tent together with her
husband, a descendant of Yisro (Shoftim 4:11; cf. Abarbanel ad loc.).
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When Bilam beheld the Keini, descendants of Yisro, he
proclaimed 71p Y502 0'w1 72w 1R — “Strong is your dwelling,
setin rockis your nest.” Seforno explains that 72w n°x refers to
the midbar. Netziv adds that 71p 902 w1 hints at their unique
habit of dwelling in a tent.

Abarbanel (Shoftim 1:16) points out that the Keini were much
like nomadic Arab tribes in the wilderness. When Shaul was
about to attack Amalek, the Keini people, progenitors of the
Reichavim, had pitched tents in Amaleki territory, prompting
Shaul to warn them of his impending attack (Shmuel I 15:6).

Yisro, bound to the midbar, had the perfect “eyes” to guide
Bnei Yisroel through the wilderness.



DTROY Desert Eyes

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

An aged Bedouin was given a ride on a desert road. The old man was blind,
the desert nothing but an endless stretch of emptiness he could no longer see.
But somehow, he could feel it, for after a while, he tapped the driver’s knee,
indicating precisely where he had to get out. Astonished, the driver stopped
and watched the man slowly walk into the wilderness, somehow knowing
exactly where he was headed. (A visitor to the Sinai desert)

Prior to the debacle of the meraglim, Bnei Yisrael stood poised
to make their final sprint across the wilderness into Eretz Yisrael.
Divine resources were placed at their disposal to traverse this
forbidding terrain. The ananei hakavod provided the heavenly
cue to march forward, a nod from Hashem to be echoed by the
trumpet blasts of the kohanim.

°1°v7 119 N is past or future tense. Since the vocalization of
the vav remains a sheva in both vav ha’hipuch and vav hachibur,
Ibn Bilam’s assertion that the correct peshat of n»m can be
gleaned from vocalization alone is most puzzling.

Many Rishonim, preceded by Sifrei and Targum Yerushalmi,
embrace the future tense reading. Accordingly, the plain
meaning of the pasuk is that Moshe is beseeching Chovav to
serve as their guide through the roadless and pathless desert.
The question thus resurfaces: How could Chovav possibly have
known something that eluded the ananei hakavod?

Commensurate to the gravity of the problem, Rav Samson
Raphael Hirsch offers an audacious explanation. By emphasizing
Moshe’s dependency on his talented father-in-law, the Torah
underscores Moshe’s limited organizational and navigational skills,
thereby demonstrating that only as a tool of Hashem was Moshe

' able to steward the nation through the midbar. As

Nevertheless, Moshe begs his father-in-law:
Please, do not leave us, for you know our encampment
in the wilderness, and you will serve as our eyes.

Chovav, whose credentials were already
established by designing the complex judicial
system for the fledgling nation, was perhaps the
ideal man for the task. But why was he needed?
Through the Clouds of Glory and the trumpets,
Hashem would show them the way. Wasn'’t a
flesh-and-blood guide utterly redundant?

To forfend this problem, Rashi, citing Targum,
relegates the word n»n1 to past tense. Denuded
of the vav, “hayisa” is undoubtedly past tense.
However, a vav prefix, as in “vehayisa,” allows for
two meanings. A connective vav (vav hachibur)
reads past tense, whereas a transformative vav

ADDENDA

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE SOCALLED YEHUD
CHEBR AND THE TEN TRIBES

Uspren the name of Yebusd Chebr are generally under
stood the descendants of Heber the Kenite 1350 <3p, the
fatherindnw of Moses, or Jethro, “Now Hober the
Kenite, wha was of the children of Chobab, the fitherin-
lnw of Moses, had sovored himself from the Kenites” (Jud,
iv. 1) they are also ealled 337 33 Boé Techab,  the Re-
chabites™—* These are the Kenites that came of Chomath,
the futher of the bouse of Rechab™ (1 Chron. ii. B5),
They abetain from wise, aud only dwell in tents (Jer.
xxxv, 8, 0). In Pesikiah Habbethi xxxi., it is suid
2337 3 Ty a3 owen “The land of Sinim {of
Lsasinhy xlix, 11}, is the land of Jonadab the son of Rechah.”
From Berushith Rabbah lii,, it appears clearly that Sinim
s the land {2 Theman (the south), or Yemen i Arabin,
which is verified to this day. There sre many traces of
them at present; but they live entirely isolated, will not
b recognised, nnd shum, o rather hate, all intoreourse and. .
every connexcion with the other Jews. They have nover-
theless ot escaped the searching look of our beotlwrs.

They oaly sjourn in Arsbia, and for the mot part an

thse western shore of the Hed Sea, and ave engaged solély

A Descriptive Geography of Palestine by Rabbi
Yehoseph Schwarz, translated by Issac Lesser,
published in Philadelphia 5610/1850 (cited by

Rabbi Yaakov Landman in a recent article brought

to my attention by Avigdor Kaufman)

amortal relying solely on natural abilities, Moshe
was neither a nifty scout nor an outstanding
organizer. By describing the two instances in
which Moshe turned to his father-in-law for help,
the Torah lays to rest the notion that Moshe was
the master navigator of the wilderness, endowed
with extraordinary organizational skills. To the
contrary, Moshe’s superpower lay in being the
“arm” of Hashem. His accomplishments were
only manifestations of Hashem’s will.

Another possibility is that providing a tangible
human guide offers a sense of security to
people. Despite the Divine choreography of Bnei
Yisroel’s every move, each sheivet was also led
by a visible nasi. Ramban (10:14) explains that
absent the tangible leadership of a nasi, they

(vav ha’hipuch) reads future tense, as in n»m
PrY AxNY yawn (or imperative, as in NNW IR n»).
Usually, tense is discerned by accent: v19n (final syllable
emphasis) indicates future tense or command, while »von
(penultimate syllable emphasis) indicates past tense. Thus, it
is vital to emphasize the latter syllable in “vewhavta” in Kriyas
Shema so it reads, “And you shall love Hashem” rather than the
blasphemous “And you have loved Hashem” in past tense.
Almost every word in lashon hakodesh is derived from a
three-letter root (v11v). Root words ending with hey, such as
i — the root of N, do not follow the standard accentuation
rules. Regardless of whether the vav ha’hipuch or vav hachibur is
employed, these words will always receive penultimate stress
(5°v9n). Hence, accentuation provides no clue whether n»m in
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would feel as if they were aboard a rudderless
ship. To provide them with a perceptible sense of security, each
sheivet had a gallant nasi striding ahead of its battalions in the
forward march to Eretz Yisroel.

To this end, Moshe begged Chovav, indigenous to the
wilderness, to guide them through this hostile terrain. Coupled
with his proven organizational skills, Chovav’s intimate
familiarity with the midbar would instill much-needed confidence
in mistrusting hearts (Rabbeinu Bachya).

Perhaps Shaul refers to this act of kindness when sending
clemency to Moshe’s father-in-law’s descendants (Shmuel  15:6)
“because you did kindness with the Bnei Yisroel when they came
up from Mitzrayim.”

Chovav’s affinity for the midbar is well-established in Tanach.

Yna
il

—IRITTT

/Y NIRPIYa nwn 370

WP TIT AN
Vi ! 1581 AT N”nan

195p 1150 72 271



